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SUBJECT: BRIEPING ON PARIS MEETING ON ZAIRE 

REF: (A) LAGOS 7018 (NOTAL); (B) LAGOS 7044 (NOTAL); 

(C) LAGOS 7182 (NOTAL); (D) STATE 148408 

1 . POINTS IN REPTEL D WERE MADE JUNE 13 (DAY ON WHICH 
THEY WERE RECEIVED) TO MEA APRICA DEPARTMENT DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR VICTOR TAYLOR. MANY OP SAME POINTS HAD BEEN 
COVERED IN PREVIOUS BRIEPINGS (REPTELS B AND C) AND 

VICTOR TAYLOR REITERATED HIS SATISPACTION THAT US CONTINUED TO 

LIMIT ITS ROLE TO THE IMMEDIATE CRISIS SITUATION IN 

SHABA. 

2. WHEN POLCOUNS REPORTED THE STRONG CONSENSUS AT 
PARIS MEETING THAT AREA ECONOMIC RECOVERY PROGRAM TO 
BE EPPECTIVE MUST BE TIED TO SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OP 
REFORM IN ALL AREAS RATHER THAN JUST ECONOMIC, TAYLOR 
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EXPRESSED SATISPACTION. HE OPINED THAT CARE WOULD HAVE 
TO BE TAKEN IN BROACHING THE SUBJECT OP REFORMS, 

ESPECIALLY IN AREAS OTHER THAN ECONOMIC, WITH MOBUTU 
BECAUSE OP HIS EXALTED OPINION OF HIMSELF. 

3. ON THE SUBJECT OP DIPLOMATIC EPFORTS TO MEDIATE 
BETWEEN ZAIRE AND ANGOLA, TAYLOR COULD GIVE NO PURTHER 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


INFORMATION ON NIGERIA'S INITIATIVE TO GET MOBUTU, NETO 
AND KAUNDA TOGETHER (REFTEL A) OTHER THAN TO SAY "WE HAVE 
FEELERS OUT." HE KNOWS OF NO OAU EFFORT IN THIS DIRECTION. 
ACCORDING TO TAYLOR, THE OAU SECRETARIAT IS RARELY 
FUNCTIONING. HE POINTED OUT, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT THERE 
IS STILL NO PLANNING FOR THE JULY SUMMIT. NO AGENDA HAS 
BEEN RECEIVED AND MEA IS REDUCED TO PREPAING POSITION 
PAPERS ON ALL TOPICS THEY JUDGE LIKELY TO ARISE. HE 
FEELS SHABA WILL BE ONE OE THE SUBJECTS AND SEES LITTLE 
LIKELIHOOD THAT A MEDIATION EFFORT WILL BE FORTHCOMING. 

HE ALSO EXPRESSED DOUBT THAT ANY MEDIATION CAN SUCCEED 
AS LONG AS MOBUTU CONTINUES TO BE QUOTED IN THE PRESS 
AS THREATENING TO ARM AND TRAIN OPPONENTS OF THE 
MARXIST REGIME IN ANGOLA IN RETALIATION FOR AID ANGOLA 
GAVE TO SHABA REBELS LAST MONTH. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST TIME TAYLOR HAS 
EXPRESSED DISSATISFACTION WITH THE OAU SECRETARIAT IN 
CONVERSATIONS WITH EMBOFFS. THE NIGERIANS HAVE EXPRESSED 
IMPATIENCE WITH THE INACTIVITY OF THE OTHER MEMBERS 
OF THE OAU GOOD OFFICES COMMITTEE, WHICH NIGERIA CHAIRS, 
AND HAVE TENDED TO FORGE AHEAD ON THEIR OWN IN MEDIATION 
ATTEMPTS. 

WYMAN 
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